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Sunday School News 
Beginning on the 2nd Sunday November all the doors 
leading to the Fellowship Hall will be decorated by the 
Sunday school classes. There will be a jar by each door for 
you to place a momentary donation for the door you like 
the best. At the end the winning class  gets to decide what 
charity they would like the money to go to, it will be a 
charity for children. So you will need to donate each 
week  to help a good cause!! Again this begins November 14 and ends December 12. 
 
 

The Children’s Christmas Program will be held on Sunday December 5 at 6:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  The kids have been working hard to put on this night.  Please plan on joining us 
for this special night. 

 

SAVE THE DATE-the Children’s Sunday School Dept. will be celebrating  
Jesus’ Birthday on Sunday December 19th from 9:00-9:45 am.  Come join in 
the fun!  There will be games, a pinata, food and drink.   
And maybe a few surprises.    

 

Mitten Tree-We will be collecting 
children’s mittens, gloves, hats and  
scarves for the month of December. 
When you bring your items to  
church please place them on the  
Christmas tree in the Narthex.   
The collected items will be donated to 
Lincoln School after the Holidays. 
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 In Search of Our Kneeling Places 

By Ann Weems 

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, an inn where we must ulti-
mately answer whether there is room or not.  When we are 
Bethlehem-bound we experience our own advent in his.  
When we are Bethlehem bound, we can no longer look the 
other way, conveniently not seeing stars nor hearing angels’ 
voices.  We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily tending 
our sheep or our kingdoms.   

 

     This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing the Lord has made known to us.  In the midst of shop-
ping sprees let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts.  Through the tinsel let’s look for the gold of the Christ-
mas Star.  In the excitement and confusion in the merry chaos, let’s listen for the brush of angels’ wings.  This 
Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem and find our kneeling places. 

     As we prepare to be Bethlehem bound, I hope we remember the important things about this sacred season.  
I hope we remember Joseph and Mary’s own journey to Bethlehem.  One the was long and tedious.  I hope we 
remember the discomfort Mary had as the journey along the pathway.  I hope we remember that there was no 
room in the Inn on this miraculous night, and the babe had to be born in a crude stable filled with animals.  I 
hope we remember how the Bethlehem star shined bright that night of nights.  How angels filled the sky with 
God’s glory. How the shepherds were frightened and then overcame their fear to take their own journey to 
Bethlehem.    

     This is the true Christmas.  This is the only reason we celebrate this sacred day.  But we forget.  We get 
caught up on the hustle and bustle of the season and forget we why we celebrate.  We forget that we too are 
Bethlehem bound.  We too are looking for our kneeling places from which we will proclaim our love for the 
babe Jesus.  It’s an easy thig to do, forget.  But we are the 
guardians of the faith, and we must tell the story.  We must 
remember that when we are on the journey.  For you see the 
world, was and still is, a dark place that needs to be filled 
with the love of Christ.  I don’t know about you, but I am 
eager to go find my kneeling place.  I am eager to celebrate 
the birth of my savior.  May your family celebrate the true 
reason of this season.  May you celebrate the love that God 
sent down that Holy Night.   

May you have a blessed Christmas-- 

Pastor Randy    

 

 

Not all Christmases are white; some are blue.  But all our 
Christmases-even the darkest ones--can be filled with  
honesty and hope if we are willing to first sit in silence with 
our deepest fears.   Advent and Christmas are seasons of 
light, but it can also be a season of darkness.  Many people 
do not  do not experience this season as a period of joy and 
light.  They may feel abandoned , lonely,  and afraid.  A 
Blue Christmas Service will be held Tuesday December 21 
at 6:00 pm.  Please plan join us, especially if you are 
mourning a lose.  “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.”  John 1:5.   

Pastor Randy will be offering a Book Study 
on Timothy Keller’s Hidden Christmas: The 
Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ.  
Even people who are not practicing  
Christians think they are familiar with the 
story of the nativity.  Every Christmas  
displays of Baby Jesus resting in a manger 
decorate lawns and church yards, and songs 
about shepherds and angels fill the air.  Yet 
despite the abundance of these Christian  
references in popular culture, how many of 
us have examined the hard edges of this  
biblical story?  In this book Timothy Keller 
takes readers on an illuminating journey into 
the surprising background of the nativity.  By 
understanding the message of hope and  
salvation within the Bible's account of Jesus’ 
birth, readers will experience the redeeming 
power of God’s grace in a deeper and more 
meaningful way.  We will meet on Tuesday’s  
November 30, December 7, 14, 21  at 10:00 
am in the Parlor.  Please let Pastor Randy 
know if interested so he can give you the 
book.      
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Administrative Council Meeting 
November 8, 2021, 6:00pm 
 

Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Carl Holland, Jan Seals, 
Jeremy Volkmar, Gary Cox, Mary Hauskins, Kathy Ruhmann, 
Patti Cecil, Bill Mueller, Brooke Gerlach  
 

The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer offered by Gary 
Cox. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from the October meeting 
were reviewed by all.  It was noted that the Mothers’ Against 
Drunk Driving should be abbreviated MADD and the Students’ 
Against Drunk Driving should be abbreviated SADD.  Those 
corrections will be made.  Bill Mueller moved to accept the 
minutes with corrections.  Brooke Gerlach seconded the mo-
tion.  The minutes were accepted with corrections. 
 

Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach; The recent 
play performed by the Sunday School students was done well 
and appreciated by those at both the Saturday night and the 
Sunday morning services.  The upcoming memorial breakfast 
will be November 20 from 7:15 – 10:30am.  Sunday School 
students will continue decorating their doors for another Sun-
day and then everyone will vote on their favorites.  The Sunday 
School will have a float in Sparta’s lighted parade.  
 

Trustees:  Bill Mueller; The parking lot has been resurfaced.  
Some Red Bud trees were taken down since one had blown 
over in the recent storm. 
 

Treasurer: Patti Cecil; Bills continue to be paid, but the cash 
on hand continues to slowly decline.  The building loan is now 
at $95,414.21.  After reviewing the report, Brooke Gerlach 
moved to accept the treasurer’s report, pending future audit.  
Bill Mueller seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
The NOW Committee continues to work on updating the shut-
ins list.  Thanksgiving “jars” for shut-ins are at the back of the 
church.  These will be delivered before Thanksgiving.  It is 
hoped that many in the congregation will offer to take these to 
our shut-ins.  Brooke Gerlach will be making college care 
packages for our college students.  The Sunday School students 
will be giving out “Kindness Certificates” to remind us to do an 
act of kindness in November.  The certificates can be given to 
the recipient of the kind act. 
 

Music Director: Gary Cox; The new digital piano has been 
ordered, but could take a while to be shipped.  The Christmas 
Cantata will be Sunday, December 19. 
 

Evangelism/ Annual Conf:  Jan Seals; Jan Seals commented 
that it’s always nice to see that our church remains a Five Star 
Church – a church that pays its full apportionments every year. 
 

Finance/ Lay Leader: Carl Holland; The Finance Committee 
will meet again in February.   
 

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon; The Thanksgiving letter 
was mailed today.  The Ministerial Alliance will be the charity 
named to receive the Thanksgiving offering.  After a short dis-

cussion, the recent Fifth Sunday funds will be supplemented 
to donate $500.00 to a member who has had a severe case of 
Covid-19 and spent extended time in the hospital. There was 
a brief discussion on the charities to be named for Christmas.  
It was decided to give the Christmas offering to the local 
Pregnancy Center, Our Conference, Our Kids, and Feeding 
America.  Christmas trees and church decorating will be done 
the week before Thanksgiving to be finished before the first 
Sunday in Advent.  There will be no “bell ringing” again this 
year.  Larry Ashley will take care of organizing the Christmas 
baskets.  Poinsettias will be available to purchase for use in 
decorating the church for $7.50 each.  There will be a 
“Mitten” tree that will be “decorated” with hats, gloves, 
scarves, and mittens that are brought in to be donated.  After 
Christmas all these items will be donated to Sparta Lincoln 
School.  The Christmas Eve candlelight service will be at 
6:00pm.  
 

Other Reports: Beginning in January, we need a new 
person to be the youth leader.  If anyone is interested, 
please contact Pastor Randy. Carl Holland is revising the 
Sunday morning usher list.  He is hoping to have head 
ushers available for a month at a time.  If you’re interest-
ed, please contact Carl Holland or the church office. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: Pastor Randy has noticed that some new 
signage is needed to direct people to our bathrooms and the 
pastor’s office.  Brooke moved that new signage be added to 
appropriate places for direction.  Bill Mueller seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.  The Trustees will find this new 
signage. 
 

Recently when the parking lot was to be resurfaced, the 
church van needed to be moved, but wouldn’t start.  This is 
not the first time.  A new battery will not solve this problem.  
The van doesn’t get used enough.  A discussion followed 
about whether the van should be kept since it’s not being 
used.  Insurance, license, and inspection of the church van 
each year costs about $700.00,  The last time tires were re-
placed, it cost $1000.  The tires weren’t worn out, but had just 
sat too long.  Basically a vehicle needs to be used to stay in 
operating condition.  Brooke Gerlach moved to sell the van.  
Jan Seals seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The 
Trustees will determine the best way to sell it. 
 

UPCOMING CALENDAR:  
Nov 14 Veteran’s Day Remembrance 
Nov 18 Lamplighter mailed out 
Nov 20 Curt Holland Memorial Breakfast  
Nov 25 Thanksgiving 
Nov 26 Office Closed 
Nov 28 First Sunday of Advent 
Dec 5 Children’s Christmas Program  
Dec 19 Cantata 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 6pm 

 

There will be no Ad Council Meeting in December. 
Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn.  Bill Mueller seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain please call 
Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at hargis4@gmail.com. 

Always remember to update us with any email changes. 

Joys– God’s many Blessings and Abundances in our lives. 
 

Concerns -  
Lucas Klingeman, Don Bixby, Abigail Kraus, Dean Pautler, Teri 
Dobyns, Judy Powers, Jane Schupbach, Bishop Frank J. Beard,  
Bishop Gregory Palmer, our Church, our denomination, our country 
and its leadership. 
 

Words of Gratitude: 
First United Methodist Church: Thank you for your gift in honor of 
Bishop Beard to the Spiritual Life Ministries Endowment Campaign.  
You gift does make a difference in the Spiritual care of our kids.   
-The OC/OK Team 
 
Thank you for all the tokens of appreciation you gave to me during 
Pastor Appreciation Month,  I am truly blessed.             Pastor Randy 
 

 
 
 
 

12/01 Kursten Boucher 
12/02 Gary Henson 
12/05 Bertha Becker 
12/14 Dan Cowan 
12/15  Jim Haury 
 John Jeffers. Sr. 
 James Neilson  
12/16 Kendra Beattie 
12/18 Beverly Harms 
 Travis Heller 
12/19 Marsha Schwartz 
12/20 Traci Beckley 
 Kris Clendenin 
  Betty Slavens 
12/21  Kelsey Cowan  
12/24 Lucas Gerlach 
12/25 Ella Renner 
12/27 Douglas Baue 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

12/06 Bruce & Cindy Heck 
12/07 Marty & Theresa Patton 
12/13 Ryan & Samantha Schupbach 
12/15 Stephen & Abbey Miles 
12/17 James & Donna McBride 
12/18 Ross & Valerie Slaven 
12/22 Dave & Cindy Sickmeyer 

 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

Sat/Sun/Online/ 
Sunday School 

Oct. 24 $2,684.83 $260.00 $186.22 $3,131.05 13/48/15/22 

Oct. 31 $2,861.36 $253.39 $54.97 $3,269.72 21/52/16/31 

Nov. 07 $3,676.63 $785.00 $73.72 $4,535.35 17/66/44/21 

Nov. 14 $3,438.49 $311.51 $2,012.22 $5,762.22 19/46/53/28 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget:  $164,603.27 

 

Christmas Poinsettia Flower Dedications 

This years Poinsettia will be $7.50.  Flower Offering  
envelopes will be located in the pews. Please fill out  
“In Honor” or “Memory” of your name, address, and check. We will 
be taking orders until December 1. 

http://www.plantandflowerinfo.com/plant_care_poinsettia
http://www.plantandflowerinfo.com/plant_care_poinsettia
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

6 pm NOW Comm 
7 pm Choir 

2 3 4 

5     Advent 2 
Praise Kids Practice 
 
6 pm Children’s 
Christmas Program 
 

6 

8 am Garden Club 

 

7 
10 am Book 
Study 

8 
6 pm NOW Comm 
7 pm Choir 
 

9 
Lamplighter 
Information 
Deadline 
 
            

10 
 

11 
 

12   Advent 3 
Praise Kids Sing 

 

13 
 

14 
10 am Book 
Study 

15 
6 pm NOW Comm. 
7 pm Choir 
 

 

16 
Lamplighter 
Mailed out 

17 18 
 

19   Advent 4 
9am Jesus B-Day 
Party Children  
Sunday School Class 
 
Cantata 
 
Praise Kids Practice 

20 
 

21 
10 am Book 
Study 
 
6pm Blue 
Christmas 
Service 

22 
 

 

23 
 

24 
Candle 
light  
Service  
6pm 
Mask  
Required 

25 
Christmas Day 
No Worship 

26 
Praise Kids Practice 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 31 
New 
Years  
Eve 

1 
New Years 
Day 
No Worship 

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

Save the Date: 

Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion 
Service will be held at 6:00 pm.  
Masks required.   

Dec. 25 No Saturday Night Service 

Dec. 26 9:00 am  Sunday School 
                10:00 am  Worship 
Jan. 1 No Saturday Night Service 
 
The Church Office will be closed from  
Monday December 27 to January 3.  
If you need any thing please contact 
Pastor Randy at 217-520-5267. 

 

Lighting Advent Candles 
Nov. 28  The Greenhill Family 
Dec. 5  The Jonathon Norton Family 
Dec 12  Clint Peck Family 
Dec 19  Dave, Cindy, Eva, Theo Sickmeyer 
Dec. 25  Pastor Randy 
 

December Liturgist 

Tom Ashley 
 

Acolytes  

December  
5 Leah Coop & Eva Sickmeyer 
12 Wyatt & Zoe Peck 
19 Jake Greenhill & Eva Sickmeyer 
26 Jaxon & Layla Miles 

  

Office Closed 
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